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It's not cheap, but
everyone should try
heliskiing once in
their lives. And you
don't need to be a pro

BY ARNIE WILSON

MTIL now, the closest

I'd got o the Matter

horn was  scrambling

up to the Himlihikiie,

the refiege at the very

ook of this magnificent
granite monoelith that soars a further
M0 o 4 4T8m above Zermatt,

But there is another wayg [t's laboyr
saving but expensive, and goes by the
nime af an Asrospatial Squirpel ball-
copter And =0 it was that [ swept 50
close o the south-west face | could s
alimost every handhold and foothold of
the routes taken by climbers attermpt-
ing the summii. Minubes bder our
helicopler was setiling on the Tate de
Valpalline glacler, &t 3,80Em. Sdhastlen
Devrient, our gudde, unloaded the skis
while we waited impatiently to leap
out after him. From here the Metter-
horm leokid alimost deformicsd, 10s
huge hump pushing out fowards Tealy

Al Séhastien's signal, we passed o
oir packs, contalning avalanche
transceivers, shovels amd probes, and
hsddled, harnessed together, close o
the machine, which was drumming up
a cacophonois storm as il prepared (o
leave

Mimutes later; a dramatic silenos
descendsd on the glacier as the
whirtdy-bird (osted off, nose hall-
dipped, across the astonishing white
andlecape formed by row upon row of
peuks o than 4000 Lkl et oom-
inate this reglon of the Swiss canton
of Valals

In Switzerlamd and [aly Jusi
aboart the only countries in the Alps
where malnstream  heliskling is
allowed — youl get o mich bgger ver
tical drop for your bucks than across
i papd. Cons{derably more than
2000 is mod at all unusas] — almost
twice the average run you'll get in
Canadn

Descenis in the Alps ame nob anly
longer, but frequently more technical
il sl more caution, a8 msch of
thi termuin is glacial. For the upper
sections, it s olten essential o follow
almcsl exacly in vour guide s tracks.
Crevasses can be anywhere and an
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White mischief: the

Aeraspatial Seulrme)
helicopter hovers in the
Switss Alps

often invisihle to the untrained eve.
Sebastien may not be infallible, but he
has a metly good kdea where they're
lorking. “Mewver aki below me" he
wrgel. “There may be a ergvasse right
in fromt of me or there might be
avalanche danger”

s haredl to concentrate on the skiing
when the scenery |8 so riveting. It's
much easler i admire the view from
the hollcopder In oné sple journes
we'd flown from the resort of Yerbier
ACTOSS Ome Vs, gdidy, strac-encrsied
glacier o another skimming low
across ridges as we went, only o
vl yoi another glacier, sach one
seemingly maore vast than the last

Af one stmse, we even appeared to b
fving half inséde n wide crevasse, We
chitlersd past a mountsin ealled Le
Parrair (The (odisther 320m) and

the Pantalon Blane, where the view
was astonishing, amd Mew over the
huge ioeand-snowbound Lac des Dix
Oywards and wpwarils towaeds Moot
Blan: de Cheilon (3.868m), with. its
greal hanging sérncs, and across the
vast Serpentine Glacier, before lnnd
ing high on the Pigna & H.ml]a
(A TT2m

From here we skiod all the way
dewn to the tiny resort of Amlla for a
well-camed picnie lunch in the vadley
Bl There was still more drama
when e ook off agmn and headesd)
for the Dber Gabethorn before return
ing to civilisatkon Al the h;rp of 7or
matis Hothormn aren, where we giiod
fior the Mnal hour or o ol the kay on
groomed slopes that felt strange afier
a day of high-altitude off-piste,

Thit night we enjoyed the splendour

of one of the resort’s nest hobaels
the fvestar Gramd Holel Yermatier
hof. We dined on ooffied Parmesan
mousse with w:i!-u!-g.:ll“.l.c pesto, pan-
firied heef fillet molled in & pancike,
and a “lghi lee pudding” with Grand
Marnier and orange compode, before a
night-cap at the legendary Elske’s Bag
The whole ldea of the halicopier
totirs that Swiss 5ki Safard offers 15 to
provide skiing that §5 nob wmdaly difli
cult, but features stunning scenery
aned luxurions speommodation, With
this in mind. we had started the tour
atl the Chalet d'adrien, a deliphilul
Relnis & Chateaux hotel perched
pleasantly above the lower part of
Yerbler, with an excellent gastimo
nomic restourant, 'We entded it with a
flourish oo — In the Ferlenart Resort
and Spa in saas Fee, Afer a final heli

drop on the slopes just abowe the
Mitro Alpin funicular, the helicopter
rattled off into the distance, and this
thmne it was gone for good. leavimg us,
mere mortals once mee, on the
groomed runs.

@ Arnic Wilson (s edfitor of Ski and
Board Magazine. He skied fhe
Clikirmate Joerrmey — from Verbier o
Severs-Fe i Zevmalf — it Swiss
Skl Safrd feonvne sidsskizafrl com, 09
41 27 398 21 04): flve rdghts’ full board
From B4 68 tncludi g helicopier
Fitahes, Tt persses emd sk guide.

Wiamd a faste, fiwe Lias™ Mormeniim Skl
(02 F33d I opper. infroduciory e
ralght Rellskiing re chages in
Cowrmnryess e+ from 3650
irefereting fTiphiz oo mnsfrs
Helidraps ook E100 oer alrog




